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The Higher Powers; | 


MATTERS'0t RELIGION, Relobied: 


PT EX 


- un as great Contention hath been, and ſtill is, among 'Chri- 


, 4 - 


: 


503 of) beg! 


w 


ſtians,. Concerning a Right Subyechion ro the higher Powers, in Mat- 

ters of Religion ; All thoſe Princes and States who by the Divine Pro- 
viderice; have the Supream | Government in their ReſpeQtive,Domi- 

nions, nkking ſuch Demands-of SubjeQtion trom their Subje&s, i in Matters of 
Religions, as: "tidy cannot conſcientiouſly. Coaform unto, in whirl tity do 
not only Plead the Power of m Oy + Lars, - would fain urge Tothe? 
thing from Divine Authorys ay yield Obedience unto 
them.in their Eſtabliſhed Wa ra as5t hea Db ty unto God ; There- 
forg, ithe. Slowing NUrE He. upan this | SubjeA , is Humbiy Offered to the 


I of a Ratiggal and Cogſcientious Perſbgs; of whatſotver" fort 
ordegree 23jog Man kind; 2 which ſhall. be adder 4 SatisfaRtory 
SOR the following Ys Pa: te "Ix ine" 6 4 nah | 
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Daman. ; ecguſe the Holy poſ He: Paul # Rom, I E 1 yr 
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Anſyer. 


_ Fo which I Anſwer, Conformity to Every Efbſbed Worſhip, cannot be 
the ing of the Apoſtle 1n this Text ; as ſhall be ſoberly demonſtrated 
by the ns following : Jp 


Firſt, Becauſe then the Chriſtian Religion would utterly ceaſe in all thoſe 
Countreys jn which the contrary . Religion is Eſtabliſhed, and that by the 
Conſent of the Chriſtians themſelves;-who.in-Point of :;duty , muſt relin- 

uiſh the Profeſſion-and Practice of the Chrifties Religion, and imbrace 
Religion Contrary to it, becauſe it is Required by Authority. 
Secondly, Becauſe then Every Sore of _—_ W orſpip would be Eſteem- 


ed and Accounted the true Worſbip of Goa, how much ſoever ſuch Worſhips 

rand bk led Her En ve rragoo 2 

taneWPorpbipy, Indign-VWorſhip g Fewiſh- ip, or Fopiſy*VFor & wells 
| 4 ' Broad. Seal | 


Proteſt Wp ; Ft ithave b 
fixed unto it. | 
Thirdly, Becauſe ſuch a ſence of that Scripture Condemns both. the Prc- 
—_ ng A and Holy Ki - of oy Joes, -=_ worm des be ſub- 
ject to t uthority of the Jews,” Corp ina m1. to preach: 
_ more int Ros Jeſus ; for Peter and obs wr 7a fg beRG ht in 
the Sight of God to Hearken unto you more then uhto God, judge ye ; For we 
cannot but ſpeak the things that we havi ſeen and heard, | 
Foxrthly, Becauſe this Sence of the ones Scripture will Con- 
dem the Projeſſion 4nd Practice of Paul himſelf ;. for he was por « C fps 
iſt to the Efabliſhed orſhip of thoſe times, but was a preart: Sufferer4r | 
thoſe that then were the higher Powers. 


of Hymane, Authority af- 


= 


Objection. 
But ſome will be ready to ſay, Thet thi was the Noncon formity of Chrifti: 


ans, in, not Submitting t9 the Tdolatrous VVorſhip Efabliſbed by Heathen: 
Powers ; But the preſent Nonconformity is « not Subjeting ta Chriitian Powers. 


To whichT Anſwer; 


. - Firſt, Conlider that. the words of Pax{ in the forementioned Texr did Re- 
uire SubjeRtion, te..thoſe that then were the higher. Powers, and” they were 
ode Powers, maintaining Idolatry, and ptiniſhing - the" Profeſſors>of 
Chriſtianity : And therefore, if Subjettivn ro abliſhedV Votſhip-bo ar. 
all Required in this Text, then it m— fairly Argued, that it was Requi- 
red unto thoſe that thex were the Heathen-Powers. | 
But Secondly, Conſider that the Primitive Chriſtians did not- only Refuſe 
onformity in Matters 'of Religion to Hearhenifh Powers, bis. al{d' £9 ithe 
ighen Powers of the Jews, who were a People thac\did Profeſs: the Law, of 
Moyes, and the DoQtrige'pf the Prophets; but they had mingled their own' 
 Iyventiqns/gnd Traditions with Gods Commandrvents, and were more 2a 
lous of their own ways then of Gods ways, as it was Revetted to themiby- 
the Prophets, and'z by Chriſt and the Holy Apoſtles ; and therefore-the 


Chriſtians of the Primitive time did Refuſe to Conform to them in matters of 
Yyorſhip,and choſe rather to ſuffer under their Authority. 


Third/ ly, 


BW. | 

Thirdly, Conſider, that ſince thoſe times, the Chriſtians ia many Coun- 
treys have not SubjeQted, ſo as to Conform to the Higher Powers in matters 
of Religion, though Eſtabliſhed by Chriſtian Powers ; as for inſtance , the 
Proteſtants in. Italy, Germgny, Bohemia, Spain, France; and in theſe King- 
doms af England Scotland, and Treland, they did not ſubje&t ſo as to Conform 
ro Popery, when it was Eſt«bliſhed by The that were in Authority, | 

Foarthly, Conſider, That to allow of fuch a Sence of Pas/s words, viz. 
Subjettion to the Higher Powers in Conforming to their Eſtabliſhed Worſhip , is 
hiphily to Condera the generation of the Righteous, viz. the Faithful Suf- 
fering Servants of Chriſt, who ander-wand Coae Deaths for not Subjeing 
to ſuch matters of Religion as were impoſed"'upch them ; becauſe this 
would render their Sufferings to be rather Fol then Faithfulneſs, 

And then Fifrh/y, Conſider that ſuch a'Senſe of Pauls words as aforeſaid, 
will lead Chriſtians to be of any Religion that is or ſhall be Impoſed upon them, 
viz, if Authority ſhould impoſe Popery, ain Queen Miaries days, then 
they muſt be Pap:fs; and if Authority ſhould impoſe Epiſcopal Proteftancy,as in 
Queen Elizabeth*s, and now in our days, then they muſt curn-ſuch Prote by 
and ifAuthority.-ſhould like any of the ways of Worſhip now among theDiffen- 
ters, and ſo E#abliſh that, then the People' muſt Conform thereunto ; zz. 
If. Authority ſhould like Prerbyery better then Epiſcopary, then the People 
muſt turn Presbyterians; and if Authority ſhould like and Eſtabliſh the way 
of ſuch as are called Independents, Anabaptifts, or Quakers, then the' People 
muſt turn ſuch alſo; and thus Religion would be always a changing, accor- 
ding to the differing Minds of, fuch as may. be in Authority; and forthe Laws 
of men, inſttad of the Laws of God, would be the Rule tor Worſhiping of 
God; .and this is the way to have' the Commandments of men taught as if 
were Divine Do@rines ; and"ſo bring men ch-Worſhip God i» Vaiz,'as Chritt' * 
hath faid, Mat. 15. 9. But in Vain do they Worſhip me, Teaching for Do- 


trines the Commanaments of Men. 
i {6 : Queſtion II. 

Put muſt not, or may not the Higher Powers be AT ALL Concern- 
& in Eſtabliſhing Religion mm their ſeveral Domimons, for their Subjefts t 


Conform thereunto * | 
Anſwer. 


Fir#, Such of tle Higher Powers as are without the Knowledge and 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, are not capable to Eſtabliſh Religion, fo as to a. 
ree with the Will and Word of the Holy God ; but they will be ready to 
Erb « Worſhip to a falſe God, as the poor ignorant Indians do; or elſe 
Eſtabliſh the Worſbippins of the true God in a falſe manner , as the Jews and 
Tarks do; and 1 _— that none will Plead for the Conformity of Chriſtians 
to ſuch Eftabliſhes Worſhip. ; +, > ITY 
Secondly, Such of the Higher Powers avare Chriſtians, yea and ſuch as are 
»o## Right in rhe Chriſtian Religion, have aot Received any Authority from 
Teſus Chri# to. eſtabliſh his ow# Worſbip in their Dominions, ſo as to Exer- 
Ciſe Outward Force, or by Puniſhments to Compel their Subjefts to came to 
_ Chrif#s Divine Service. Te” Dd | 
: Objection. 
But ſome will xow be ready ay that Chriit hath Required the COMPEL- 
LING 'of Perſons to be brought to his Goſpel» Feat t See Luke 14.23. And the 
Lord ſaid unto the Servant, Go out into the Hig h-ways and Hedges, and COM- 
PEL them to come in, that my Houſe may be filled. | 
B Anſwer 
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Her ® ANSMESR...-.. :.-c-., 

That we may Rightly underſtand theſe words of Chriſt, we muſt conſider 
what kind of Compelling is intended by Chriſt, whether it be MagiFerial or 
Miniſterial Compelling. FOR To at 4 
_ Firſt, It cannot be Magiſterial, 16 as to Compe! by Penal Laws ; Becauſe 
Jeſus Chriſt had not then given any ſuch Power to the Magiſtrates bf that 
time; for they were Oppoſers of Chrift, his Dofrine , and his Miniſters ; 
and did what they could to Conipel the Profeſſors of Chriſt to Confornr to 
them, in Renouncing Chriſtianity: - Thus ſpeaketh Pas/, when' he aQted by 
their Authority, AQ 26. 10,11, Which thing Talſo did in Jeruſalem, and many 
7% the Saints did 1 ſhut in Priſon, *Bavins Received Autherity from the Chief 

rieſt; aud whey they were put to Death, I gave my Voice againit them , and I 
puniſhed them oft is every SyHagogue, and COMPE LLE D. them t6 Blaſ- 
pheme , and being exceedingly mad againſt them, 1 Perſecuted them auto ſtrange 
Cities : And ſince that time Chriſt hath ar rea any Law to.azy of the 
Higher Powers to Compe/ any of their Subjefts to come to his Divine Ser- 
vice, by Inflicting the Penalties of Impriſonment, and Forfeitures of great or 
{ſinall Sums of Money for their Negle. 

_ Secondly, I do Humbly conceive that the Compelivg which Chriſt inten- 
ded, is to be underſtood Miniſterially, Yiz. That his Goſpel-Miniſters ſhould 
take great Pains in the Miniſtry of the Word, ſo as to Inform Perſons Tudg- 
ments, Convinces their Conſciences, and to Convert their Souls, that ſo they 
may from a Principle of Love to Chriſt and kis Worſhip, Conform them- 
felves thereunto. And if after all ſuch Spiritual Means, Perſons are not 


| ouſt to Conform to the DoQtrine and Ordinances of Chriſt, they muſt 
be le 


| to thoſe Puniſhmeats that Chriſt will inflit upon them for their Diſ- 
obedience, 2 Theſ. 1. 8, 9. Taking Vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that Obey not the Goſpel of owr Lord Feſus Chriit, who ſhall be Puniſhed with Ever- 


| laſting D:ſtruition from the Preſence of the Lord, and from the G ory of his Power. 


But thirdly, I do Humbly conceive that the beſt of Chriſtian Magiſtrates 
are ang ought to be much concerned to promote the Chriſtian Religion, in 
the. Purity of it, according to the beit of their Knowledge, (briefly thus : ) 

 Firt, By being good Patterns themſelves, in their own Profeſſion and Pra- 
tice of Godlineſs. 

2. By Encouraging 4 Pious and Painful Miniſtry, to work upon Ignorant 
and Obſtinate Perſons, by Smwees Iitreaties and Strong Arguments: But not at 


all-ro Compe/Perfons to-Comply with Spiritual Matters by outward Puniſhments : * 


becauſe that is the ready way to make men Hhpoerites, and ſuch, cannot be 


. true Members, though they ſhould Conform to the Beſ# of Churches. 


 Oreſtion. III. | 
But, What Kind of Subjeftion #s intended unto the Higher Powers by thoſe 
Words of the Apoſtle Paul , Rom. 13. 1, Let every Soul be Subject to 


* the Higher Powers * bot | 


Having already ſhewed.that Gods Servants are not bound to be ſubjeft un- 
to the Higher Powers in Conforming to their E#abliſhed Religion, it is 
now meet that we ſhould know what kind of Subjeition the Apoſtle doth 
Require, that ſo we may not come ſhort of our Duty to thoſe that God hath 
ſee in Authoriy, which I ſhall endeavour to Reſolve as followeth:  * 

Firſt; By Subjeltimg 20.the Higher Powers, in the meaning of the Holy A- 
poſtle,- we are to Rand nor Refiing the Higher Powers, Conſidered as 
| $900: the 
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the Ordinazce'of God, whoſe'place and Office is to be « Terror-40. Evil Deers, 
and 4 Praiſe to them that &9 well. And' if at any time theſe Higher. Powers 
ſhould miſs of the Right "Uſing of their Hathoriry, and deal. hardly. with 1 
Servants of God, then it is the Duty of Gods Servants to Exerciſe. Patience, 
and nor Reſift, by ſeeking to Avenge themſelves; ſe verſe g, 3, And this.is 
the Doftrine of 'the ſarie Apditte m Rom. 12.18, 19. If it be. poſſible, tip 
Peaceably with all-men ; Dearly Belwoed, Avyenge not your ſelves, but rather ge 
place unto Wrath, for it is' written, Vengeance is mine, Lwill Repay; ſaith the 
Lord. And in verſe 21. he" faith, Bt,vaf overcome of Md, but quercome evil 
with goo; and then cotpcthiin theſe :Words, Let every Soul be ſubjett tro the 
Higher Powers. And thus'to be trgely. ſubjet?, is, not to Avenge our ſelves, 
but to be Peaceable under Authority, parietl Suffering for the Cauſe of 
Chriſtianity : and unto this agrees the Counſel of Pal, Tit. 3.,1,2- Put chews 
ix Mind t0'be ſubjett to-Principalities qnd Powers, to. Obey Magittrates, tobe 
ready to evety gobd Work ;"'To ſpeak Evil of no man, to be no Briwlers ( or Figh- 
ters) but gentle, ſhewing all-meekneſ7 unto all Men. POET: d 
Secondly, To be fubje&t 10 the Higher Powers, in the true. meaning. of 
the Apoſtle, is, Paying them their Tributes, and giving them ſuch Reverence as 
is their due : fee verie 5, 6. Wherefore ye woſ netds be ſubject, not only for 
Wrath, bat for Conſcience ſake : for this Cauſe Pay you Tribute, for they are Gods 
Miniſters, Attending continually upon this very thing: Render Sonbn ro all, 
their dues; Tribute to who Tribute is due, Cuftom- to whom Cuſtoms, Fear to 
whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. ' Agd to. this agreeth the Words'of the 
Apoſtle Peter, 1 Pet. 2. x3, 14. Submit yur ſelves to every Ordinance of Man 
for the Lords ſake, whether it be to the King as Supream,or unto Governours, ss ſent 
by hin for the Puniſhment of Evil Dozrs, and for the Praiſe of them #hat do well, 
No from theſe words of Peter, let theſe Particulars be conſidered, - con- 
cerning Submitting to thoſe in AU 
I, It cannot fairly be underſtood to'be'the meaning of the Apoſtle, that the 
Servants of Chriſt ſhould ſubmir to,every Ordinance of Man , conſidered as 
Deecrees or Laws that ſuch who were; then in Authority had made, or ſbould 
make, concerning Religions Matters, 10 as to OBEY and CON-. 
FORM thereunto ; becauſe then Chriſtians muſt have left the Wor- 
ſhip of God according to the Goſpel, and have Conformedco the Worſhip 
of the Jews, when among them, and to the Worſhip of the Genzrles, when 
among the Gezzziles ; But, by Submitting t0 every Ordinance of Man, I do 
humbly conceive is meant a ſubmutting to the ſeveral. Orders and Degrees of 
Power and Dignity among Mep , confideredin Authority ; viz..Firſt, ro the 
Kine , as the ſupream and chief 10 Authority , and Secondly, To ſuch Go- 
wvernersas are ſent or Comiſſionated by the Kjnz , to be in places of Authority , 
for the well managment of Aﬀairs in his Kingdom, in the Right diſtribution 
of Juſtice; So as to puniſh the Evil Doers, and ro incourage: them that do 
W-1, in all matters that ſhould come before them between Man and Man: $o 
that we may Read and. Underſtand the Words of the Holy Apoſtle thus: 
ReſpeCting the ſeveral Degrees of Perſons in Authority in England; Let 
the: King be ſubmitted to, as the a pry” GSvernpur ; and let his Privy 
Councel , andthe. Lord Chancellor , or Lord Keeper , the Lord Chief Fuifice., 
with the other Fudzes, the Secretaries of State, and Attorney General , and 
alſo J»#ices of Peace, be all ſubmirted unto, as unto Governours who are put 
mto Authority by the King, who is Supreamn inthe Government; So aseach 
Party may have that Honoor, that Relpett, and Reverence , as is due unto 
them , ſuitable to that Dignity that the King hath Confered upon them ; and 
this is according to the Exhorration of the Apoſtle Pau/, Rom, 13.7. Rem- 
der 


" 


(s) 
der therefore unto all their dues ,, viz. Tribute , Cuftom,, Fear ," and: Hoxour. * 
And theſe Duties of the Saints muſt he ſuitable to, and Correſpondent with 
their Chtiſtian Love to each other, ig maintaining their Goſpel: Fellow-ſhip as 
# Brother.Bood, and the'true Fear of God , as it js.phainly 'Declared in. the 
fotmet diſcourſe of the Apoſtle Peter, in. 1 Pet, 247+: Honoar all Men ,. Love 
the Brothey-Flood, Fear God,, Honour the, Kings ., In, which Words of the A- 
poſtle, he caught the Servants of. God in that Day , thar while they were 
xelous in' and. for the matters of Chriſtianity , they ſhould alſo” make. Con- 
Kietice'of rhe mazreZgaf Humanity , ina right behaving. of themſelves towards 
#1 Men”; 'and efpectfy towards thoſe-that were.in Authority; that ſo they 
might Prattice according to the Derive of Chriſt, Late 20; 25, Render 
herefore "unto Ceſar the things which þe Ceſars, and unto God the things which 
6 pd. by | 
> And this kind of SubjeRion to. the Higher Powers, hath been the Pro: 
feſfion, Principle, and PfaQtice of the true Servants of God in all Ages , 
in times paſt; And it is now the” Profeſſion, Principle, and PraQice of 
the. PROTEST ANT-DISSENTERS in General, in all parts of this King- 
dom ; any ay have given. great Demonſtratiog of this thing , even, when 
they haveHeen divers times loaded with many Miſeries, in: betag Proſecuted 
by. Penal Eaws, only for matters of Religion, And even now at this time, 
and above a Year paſt , they have been and till are Proſecuted diyers ways; 
viz, By the Statute of the 23 of Elizaberh, many have been indifted there- 
upon for hot coming to Common Prayer ; The penalty whereof is Twenty 
Pounds a Moneh ; and matiy have been: Proſecuted by the Converricle- At , 
and ſo. Suffered the loſs of their Goods, or elſe have been forced to Pay the ſe- 
veral ſums of Money levied. upon them , becauſe they would: not tytfer a 
greater damage by the loſs of their Gagds. . | \ 
-© And many have been Proſecuted as R#oters,, for being at Proteſtant Peace- 
able Meetings , and.have been Fined at.the pleaſure of /ome in Authority, and 
ſo have been forced to Pay ſuch Fines, or elſe go to Priſon. | 
And many have been Proſecuted by the ECCLESIASTICAL COURTS 
to'Excommunication , and ſo caſt into Goals by the Writ de Excommunicato 
Capienad , only for nor frequenting Common Prayer, and for not receivgng 
rhe- Sacratment-in their Pariſh Church.. And in this way of Proſecution, 
Odito! 4IJNFOLD of Dotfors Commons in London , hath done more 
harm to the Proteſtant-Diſſenters then any one of the Eccleſiaical Dottors 
in Exglzzd , having forced into the Priſon called Woodſtreet-Compre# above 
Thirty Perſons in leſs then thirteen Months time ; and now at the time of the 
writting hereof, Two and twenty Honeſt Cittizens are in the ſaid Priſon , and 
ſeveral of them have been very ſick,, but God in his Mercy hath recovered 
them ; and many becauſe they cannot under-go {ſuch hardſhip as tobe ſbur «up 
in Priſon from their Families and Trades, have purchaſed their Liberty at 
# Deay Rate , in giving great Sums of Monex to Doftor ' PINFOLD ,* to take 
off the Excommunications ; and ſo ajlo$,.a few Months from hagrying the 
into -Prifon : | But if they do not Conform, in the time Allotted,them , then 
they are Proſecuced again, ſo as to be ſept to Priſon, or elſe brought to a new 
Compoſition. And beſides all this, many have been ſent to the New Priſon , 
being Proteftant-Diſſenters, taken at,Proteitant Meetings, Four and Twenty have 
been thereat one time ſeveral weeks, but ſome are diſcharged ; and ſince that, 
ſome" more have been committed. And many have been commuted to New- 
Hae, one-of which, viz. Mr. Francis Bampfield , a Nonconformiſt Miniſter , 
yed in that Priſon on the 16th * of 'Febrwary laſt ; and Mr, Zacharias Ralph. 
ſon, another Nonconformiſt Miniſter impriſoned there, died the no e- March 
| : ollowing. 
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- which do not the Peace of the Kine 
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following. Mr. Bampfield was taken from hisMeeting, where he wasdoing his 
Lords Work; 'and bein brought before a Magiſtrate; had the Oath-of Alles 
p1ance tendred;to him ; tor Retuſal whereof, he was firſt committed to Pri- 
on, and afterwards Premunired. Mr. Ralphjow was taken from 'his own 
Houſe, and committed to, Prifon, upon the Five-mile 47; and afterwards fined 
one hundred Marks for Publi hing a Book Intituled , 4» 4pology for Gods Wor- 
ſhip and Worſhippers. Both'theſe Miniſters were-men of great-Learning, Fa- 
mous for true Godlinels, and faithful Laboyrers in the Lords Vineyard : But 
now they reſt from their Labonrs,/and their Works follow- them. - } + + * 
- Now let this be: foberly Conſidered, that the before-mentioned: Proſecu« 
tions have heen againft, and have fallen ypon his Majeſties ' Prote#awut and. 
Peaceable Snbjeits , who do make Coht , and exerciſe a daily - care to' 
pive ſuch « Seb econ to the Higher P as theWord of God doth Require. . . 

And'as ſuch Proſecutions for matters of Religion are- without'atiy Preceps 
from Chri#;; ſo they are contrary to* the Royal Promiſe of the Kjag., For 
the full evidencing whereof, let the following Diſcourſe be candidly Confidered: 


— — _ — 


| | ' i: $ LICL 
P P 2 late Paper, E > , 
A PLEA for LIBERTT of CONSCIENCE: 
The WHEREIN 190i eu cle 
The Kings Supream Power in Eccleſiaſtical 
Matters, is'Further Atſerted. 


; for Liberty of Conſcience? , Grounded upon the Holy Word of God, and. 

| the Royal Word of the King; I have ſince met with ſome ObjeQtions 
againſt the ſaid Plea, as it is Grounded upon the Kings Royal Promiſez. 

ſome of the Kings liege Subjefts affirming , That there is a Final End of the 
faid Promiſe. But I do humbly conceive that my Plea for Liberty of Con«: 
ſcience is ſubſtantially founded upon thoſe ſeveral Reaſons- therein | ſoberly. 
urged, and 'particularly vpon his Majelties Royal Promiſe, .as one of thoſe 
Reaſons : For the better clearing whereof , I muſt of peceſfity Recite his Ma- 
jeſties Princely Expreſſions when he Repeated his Promiſe a conliderable 
time after it was firſt made. Pray ſee his Majeſties Declaration of December 


26. 1662. (Page 7.) 


| / | 4 
FE: as I have lately Publiſhed a ſmall Book, Intituled, 4 Pls 


we well K the very ud02ds from Breda, viz. ite do Declare a 
Liberty to er Conſciences, and that no 
called in N foz Differences 


dy to conſent to ſuch an Act of 
tion ſhall be offered to us, foz 
- voe well Remember the C lince, 
nþon ſeveral Occaſtons in | are ftil 
freſh in our y, fo are we ſtill firm in the Reſolu _ 
ing them to the full ;. But, it muſt.not be Wquned at, (eg ioar: 
eatous 
as 


we 
and ag all theſe 
tion 


tiament to which thoſe P2oiniſes were made, it Relation toan Ac, 
ver thought fit to offer us any to tyat purpoſe) that being \0 Z 


% 


— which Woc 


on thoſe who ( Living 
Scruyle, and Tenderneſs of 


Satigfaction, THAT POWER OF DISPENSING, 
onceive to be INHERENT IN US; noe can we doubt of their 
ful Co-opezating with us.ina thing wherein we do coneetve our le]ves 
ſo far Engagedboth in Honour, andin what we owe tothe peace of our 


 Pominions , (Page 9.) Which we p2ofeſs we can never think ſecure , 


whiift there ſhall be a Colour left to the Malicious andDilaffected, to in- 
came the minds of ſo many Multitudes upon the ſcoze of Conſcience, with 
deſpair of ever obtaining any Effect of our pzomiles for their Eaſe, 


 pmngagry apr og —=—— wodf * | 
_ Objett;on 1. But fome will be ready ta Objetand fay, That fince this his 
Majeſties Declaration, the Houſe of Commons did Vote and Reſolve in Feb. 1663. 
' firſt, That the thanks of this Houſe be retarned to his Majeity, for his Reſolution 
to maintain the At of Uniformity. ._. 
- Secondly , . T hat it be 2 cawigs to the Kings Majeſty as the humble advice of this 
Houſe , that no Indulgence be granted to the D:ſſenters from the At of Uniformity, 
- Objection II. And fince this Advice , an ACt of Parliament hath bcen 
made for the puniſbing of ſuch as are Diſſenters from the Church of Exg/and. 
Seethe Att againit Conventicles , April., 1670. 
Anſwer. 
bathoughr to be Unanſwerable Objections, and ſo Con- 
al and Final End of that GOOD contained in the 
Kings Promiſe, (viz. Erberty of” Conſcience.) * And therefore let theſe few 
fallowing things be ſoberly Conſidered, as an Anſwer to the former ObjeCtions, 
* Firft, Conlider whodid beſt, the, KING in making this Bromiſe, of ſo. 
gteat a Good', to ſa great a Body of his Subjets, as the Proteftent-Diſſenters 
Tug the compleat Perfordance of it; or the Houſe of Commons, 
in adviling the. King to the cohtfary .; 7x ane ay Confidering the great 
ftrengt bas, 1n the 


rat Huy 


"Letnot thefe things 


alicious and Diſaffected , to fnflame the minds.of fo many multi- 
tudes » {core of Conſcience , with deſpair of” ever obtaf any 
Effect 0 our þ miles for their Eaſe,” © ROW 


Secondly 


» Secondly, Conſider that the Votes wh 4 INE of « Hes/e of Cammyns, catmor | 


wholly make Noll and Void the Promiſe. of 4 KING; 'if the matter: of the Pro- 
"mil bo Gant Laval ſelf: "FI; if he King Kath « le 
Power in himlelf-co. perfor perform fo any Part vhereof,” | 
Thirdly , . Conſider that pug that, Hſe of © Commons did Vote and Adviſe 
ngt to grant the Promiſe, hls by Ft of, Purliamengy yet they did. , 
.not (acither could they ) reby , Viz By w Votes, fake away the - Power "of © 
the Kyjny in Evcle Brriben wer: , -ſ0.as bs ſhould not. S» nd _ Abare the 
ſevere Nag of the Lawsin matters of Religion, 


'of his Majeſties Royal Homies viz That mo Man Pry id ” 
calked in Queſtion for Di ; af yas A Opinion $4 in matters pete oy ; which do 
party ry the Peace of t 

Foarthly , Conſider that or h'the Houſe of Commons \ at _ time did 
nat chink meet to Eſtabliſh Liberty, of Cooſcieace by.s Lew : lefc 
the King in the Injoyment of his Supream Power, to'Difpen/e Sib che enal- 
ries of fuch Laws as were «/ready made againit Diſlenters from the Church 
of England. 

Fifihly , Conſider that his, Majeſty hath Delihed in the fore-mentiongd 
Declaration , that he did conceive, that he had. as Inherent Power ix bim- 
ſelf, to diſpence with the Pexalties attending his SubjeRs , who livi, 
ably could not Couform , But did Modeitly and without Scandal perforim t Meir De. De- 
votions in their own way. (See Page 8.) 

Sixthly., Conſider that chough the Parliament long after this, did make 
an AQ againſt Seditiows Conventicles in the Year 1670.. Yet they were very 
careful to Reſerve unto the King his Supream Power in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs; 
(See Page 24 of the faid At, ve Worded: ) pzobibed alfo, That pena 
this Act, no2 any thing therein containe Ertend to Jnvalidate oxX 
vaid his PajeſtiesDuptemacy inEcclelſaltical Ifairs; bur that ys Pa: 
jeſty and his Hetrys and s may from tiine to time, and at all times 
hereafter,Ererciſe and Enjoy-all powers andAuthoaities in allEccleſiafti- 
cal Affairs, as fully and as amply as himſelf oz any- of his pzedeceſſo:s 
have 02 might have done the ſame, any thing in this Act notw 


Seventhly, Conſider that after'this ACt had been Severely Proſecuted — 
the Proteſtant-D:ſſexters , 1n many parts of this Kingdom , to the very great 


damage of many Proteſtant Families ,' his Majeſty * was' pleaſed to take this 
matter into his Princely Conſideration , and did thiok himſelf Obliged'ro 
make uſe of his Supream Power in-Eccleſiaſtical Matters, for Eaſe and Relief 
of his diſtreſſed Subjetts. 

See his Majeſtics Declaration to all his loving SabjeRs ,- publiſhed by the 
Advice of his Privy-Counſel, March 15. 167;., Which runs thus: $6 EL 3.) 
Our Care and Endevours {ot the pulioognct ne Rights andJntereſts 
of the Church have been ſufficiently manifeſt to the uh0z1d , by the whole 
courſe of our Goveznment , lince our Happy *Reftanration and by the 
m_ requent ways: afcorrjontha yon reducing ——_— 

02 l , 
ters of » which we found our Subjects upon one Botngns 
(Page py it being evident by the ſad Sppertence of twelve Pears, that. ' 
Dpiged to mave eo that Supe Power im Ec engs 02008 our ſeit 

Obliged to make uſe of that Supzeam cclelialtical Matters , 
which is not only INHERENT NOS. th eo DECE (RED aud 

Sand ACTS OF Peclars- 
LIAMENT ; and there{0ze we denopw 
tion , as well fox the quiering the 


RECOGN1ZED to be ſo by SSPERAL Po; 
points , for the invitingStr 4 he ISIS to come =E 


are eo venone of FIAND pay” 
© Objett:0p MI. Bur\fome:will *yex further ObjetYy ard Ry has be wi 
of Commons at the ſitting of the Parliament after thit Deelaration y aid diſapprov? 
of t hs ladabgente 4s "it waa Granted by rhe King. 
"> Anſer 17 "Whar tis before replyed®ro the-frſt Objeftior! epiticeroing the 
Reſolves / and” Advice'df': the Houſe of: Commons in 1663: may very wel 
ſerve as ah Anfwertothis! CO viz. That the Votes of the Honſeof Com. 
710ns doth not take awa r deprive his Ma jon of his Appream Power it 
EccleſiaſtiealAffairs to FENCEPWITH. PENALTIES, and SUS- 
PEWND "THE SEVERE PROSECUTION or THE LAWSin matters of 
Relig ion., for caſe of his, Pore#anr andPexcethle Subjets. 
#s. And belides this ;- if there be any-Argument'from the voi and 

Reſolves of the Houſe of Coramons in 63. When they OPPOSED what the 
King Preſſed for; as the Petfortmance of ſo great and ſo good a Promiſe, it is 

conceived, There'is* much more Argument from what was Voted and 
Reſon by-that Houſe of Commons, in Noverber 1680. In theſe words: 'Sabbarj 
Sexto tie Nor. 1686iReſolved Nemine Contradicente, 7 hat it is the work 

—_— " Parliament made in the Rei, of Q oy Eliz 
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